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I. Basis of the report 
1 



^I rLZT^ Am e,ements of international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this rwort as 'ortaiJSSP^^ 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 70 %$ nally f " ed 



Description, Pages 

1 - 211 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 " 57 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in tho 
language ,n wh.ch the international application was filed, unless otherwise toffiS^ 6 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: • 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 2311 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° nS^S^S^^^ 011 fUm, ' Sh6d ^ the PUiP ° SeS ° f international Preliminary examination (under 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aDoiicatinn tho 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence Sin^f apP " Catl0n> the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

D its55aatsa7 ,ra iwn9 does m 90 ^ ■» **— 

D Sfn?tasT^ reM " ded ° 0mpUter readable ,orm is ldemfcal 10 *• sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5 ' n l^^i!!^!^ e l tablis ^ a ^. if ( , some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). y 

^poiiT' aCement C ° ntainind SUch amendme "te must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive sten ftn ho „ nn 
obv.ous), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect: P ( be n ° n " 

□ the entire international application, 

13 claims Nos. 53 

because: 

EI the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 53 relate to the followina subject matter «,hi^h 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): TO,,ow,n9 sub J ect matter which 



□ 
□ 



see separate sheet 

£lt» «■""■* or said claims Nos. are so unclear 

coulfbe formed* ^ ^ m *° inade <* uate| y su PP° rted by the description that no meaningful opinion 



□ no international search report has been established for the said claims Nos. 



2 ' international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide «nd/ 

?nsSonS S6qUenCe " St ' ng t0 COmP ' y With thS Standard provided for in Anne * O^JSSSSSS^ 

□ the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

□ the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the Standard. 

v - sttjffss^sg^Rstt novel,y ' inven,ive step or M >« *" r — »*" 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-52,54-57 

1-52,54-57 
1-52,54-57 
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SECTION III 



1 ). Claim 53 relates to the treatment of human and/or animal bodies. According to 
Rule 67(1 )(iv) an examination is not required for such a claim. 



SECTION V 



2) . Relevant prior art is represented by: 

D1 : WO 00/15222 A (SQUIBB BRISTOL MYERS CO) 23 March 2000 (2000-03- 
23) 

3) . the claimed matter is novel vis-a-vis the content of D1 , due to the absence of a 
carbonyl group at the position 6 of the central moiety. The entity "Het" is directly linked 
to the central condensed ring system in the compounds currently claimed. 

4) . D1 represents the closest prior art, since it discloses compounds having the same 
pharmaceutical properties (phosphodiesterase inhibitor). 

The problem underlying the current application appears to be the provision of further 
fused pyridine derivatives able to inhibit phosphodiesterase. 

The experimental protocols present on pages 84-94 show that this problem has been 
solved for at least the tested compound sand a reasonable generalisation thereof. 

However, an inventive step cannot be acknowledged, since the wording of the claims 
contains unlimited expressions for the different substituted forming the claimed 
compounds. Consequently, an unlimited number of compounds cannot inherently have 
the claimed pharmaceutical properties. 

Moreover, in view of the compounds exemplified in the description, it has not yet been 
made credible that the whole claimed scope is to be regarded by the skilled person as 
an obvious generalisation of what has been shown by the applicant. 

Thus, inventive step is not acknowledged. 

5). There is no objection with regard to industrial applicability. 
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